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DIALOG interface: Command Window 

Type Ahead Buffer 

Output Buffer 

Database 
Window 

Session 
Window 
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DIALOG interface: Tabs 

TABS: 
Command, 

Editor, History, 
Preferences 
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Command Tab:  
where you will interact with 

DIALOG.  

Editor Tab:  
a text editor directly in DIALOG.  

History Tab:  
stores all of your sessions for 30 

days.  

Preferences:  
you can set certain behaviours 

Stop: stop executing 
command 

Login / Logout 

Contact Dialog 

Order Documents 

Print 

Help: Access help 
(web) 
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Sample Search 
? BEGIN 1 

   
File   1:ERIC 1965-2010/Dec  
(c) format only 2010 Dialog 
     Set  Items  Description 
      ---  -----  ----------- 

  
? SELECT LIBRARY(W)SCHOOL?  
            47902  LIBRARY 
          482672  SCHOOL? 
      S1    1601  LIBRARY(W)SCHOOL? 
  
 ? SELECT DISTANCE(W)EDUCATION  

            16921  DISTANCE  (ADDED 08/13/1968) 
          890133  EDUCATION  (ADDED 07/01/1966) 
      S2   12179  DISTANCE(W)EDUCATION 
  
 ? SELECT S1 AND S2 
            1601  S1 

           12179  S2 
      S3      42  S1 AND S2 

Find articles on the use of 
distance education in 
library schools. 
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Sample Search 
? TYPE S3/3/1-2 

 3/3/1  
DIALOG(R)File 1: ERIC 
(c) format only 2010 Dialog. All rights reserved. 

  
0011537254 ERIC Number: EJ737619  
A Survey of Alumni of LIS Distance Education Programs: Experiences and Implications  
Wilde, Michelle L.; Epperson, Annie  

13 pp.  
Journal of Academic Librarianship v32 n3 p238-250 May 2006  
May 2006 (20060500)  
  
3/3/2  
DIALOG(R)File 1: ERIC 

(c) format only 2010 Dialog. All rights reserved. 
  
0011195097 ERIC Number: EJ841348  
How Library Paraprofessionals in Academic Institutions Can Benefit from Distance 
Education Opportunities  

Dye, Judith  
10 pp.  
Journal of Library & Information Services In Distance Learning v2 n2 p45-54 2005  
2005 (20050000)  
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Sample Search 
? TYPE S3/9/1 
3/9/1   
0011537254 ERIC Number: EJ737619  
A Survey of Alumni of LIS Distance Education Programs: Experiences and Implications  

Wilde, Michelle L.; Epperson, Annie  
13 pp.  
Journal of Academic Librarianship v32 n3 p238-250 May 2006  
May 2006 (20060500)  

ISSN: 0099-1333  
Available From: Elsevier. 6277 Sea Harbor Drive, Orlando, FL 32887-4800. Tel: 877-839-7126; Tel: 

407-345-4020; Fax: 407-363-1354; e-mail: usjcs@elsevier.com; Web site: http://www.elsevier.com.  

Language: English  
Document Type: Journal Articles; Reports - Research  
Record Type: Abstract  

Record Status: New  
Year Added: 2006  
Journal Announcement: JUL2006  
Educational Level: Higher Education  

Number of Reference: 0  
 A growing number of American Library Association (ALA)-accredited library schools are offering distance 

education graduate programs, sparking a debate about the quality and acceptance of such degrees. 
Alumni of distance education Library and Information Science (LIS) programs were surveyed about their 
distance education experiences. Survey results and implications for the library community are discussed.  

(Abstractor: Author )  

External Link: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2006.02.013  
Descriptors: Library Schools; Distance Education; Graduate Study; Alumni; Graduate Surveys; Educational 

Experience  

Dialog Update Date: 20090921; 04:57:02 EST  
9 
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Basic Commands for  
Online Searching 

10 

BEGIN Command: Accessing a Database   

Command Format:  BEGIN n 
   where n is the file number of the database 

¥!Databases can be searched as a group: BEGIN ASSNS, or BEGIN 26,144, 
 115,165  

¥!Recommendation: BEGIN before each new search strategyÑeven if it is  
 in the same database 
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SELECT Command: Entering Search Terms  

Command Format:  SELECT term 

The response to a SELECT command appears below the 
column headings that display after a BEGIN command 

File   1:ERIC  1966-2001/Sep 28  
  
      Set  Items  Description  
      ---  -----  -----------  
?select malnutrition  
  
      S1     363  MALNUTRITION  

      Set      Description  
       Set Number          Term(s) as entered in the                 
                       SELECT command 
          Items 
        Number of records containing 
                     the term(s) ÔHitsÕ 

12 

SELECT Commands 

¥! Always enter a space after the SELECT (S) command. 

¥! Any word or term can be SELECTed, except nine non-searchable stop words. 

¥! Phrases must be SELECTed using the (W) operator unless the term is a 
 descriptor or identifier. 

¥! Multiple terms can be SELECTed when using logical operators: 
             ? s bilingualism and canada  

  
             4653  BILINGUALISM  
            23573  CANADA  
      S5      371  BILINGUALISM AND CANADA  

¥! To create a set for each term in the command, use SELECT STEPS (SS): 
?select steps bilingualism and canada !
 !
      S7    4553  BILINGUALISM !
      S8   23573  CANADA !
      S9     371  BILINGUALISM AND CANADA !

AN AND BY 
FOR FROM OF 
THE TO WITH 

13 
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Truncating Search Terms 
Open Truncation 

select path?     retrieves all words that begin with path:  
      paths, pathos, pathway, pathology 

Controlled-Length Truncation 
select path? ?   retrieves the root and up to one additional character: paths 

select path??    retrieves the root and up to two additional characters: 
      paths, pathos 

Embedded Character  
     Embedded Character truncation can be used for variant spellings: 

select organi?ation  retrieves  organization, organisation 
  
select fib??board  retrieves  fiberboard, fibreboard 
  
This truncation feature is also useful for searching for unusual plural 
forms: 

select wom?n   retrieves  woman, women 

14 

Using Logical Operators 

OR Operator Use OR to group synonymous terms 
   when at least one must be present. 

AND Operator Use AND to connect terms when both  
   or all  must be present. 

NOT Operator Use NOT to exclude records containing 
   a specified term. 

15 
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Multiple Logical Operators Ð Nesting 
¥! You can enter any combination of logical operators in a single SELECT. 

¥! Use parentheses as needed to specify the correct order of processing. 

¥! Without parentheses, the order of processing is: 
First: NOT operators 
Second: AND operators 
Third: OR operators 

Correct  
Logic 

? s (aphasia or dyslexia) and curriculum development 
  
             740  APHASIA  (ADDED 07/01/1966) 
            1906  DYSLEXIA  (ADDED 07/01/1966) 
           48297  CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT  (ADDED 07/01/1966) 
      S1      15  (APHASIA OR DYSLEXIA) AND CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 

Wrong  
Logic 

? s aphasia or dyslexia and curriculum development 
  
             740  APHASIA  (ADDED 07/01/1966) 
            1906  DYSLEXIA  (ADDED 07/01/1966) 
           48297  CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT  (ADDED 07/01/1966) 
      S2     755  APHASIA OR DYSLEXIA AND CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 

16 

TYPE Command 

Range of records 
           Format  

Set number 

type s3/FULL/1-10 

?type s3/6/1-4 

?type s3/9/1-4,6,9 

?type s3/free/all 

Formats are described on each database Bluesheet. 

Command Format: 

17 
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Creating User-Defined Formats 

¥! You can TYPE or PRINT records using pre-defined 
numbered formats: 

    ?type s1/3/1 

    or  create your own formats using display codes for the  
fields or sections of the record you want to see: 

?type s1/ti,ab/1 !
 !

¥! Display codes are two-character codes for a field or group of 
fields.  Whenever possible, the display code for a single field 
is the same as the prefix or suffix. 

18 

LOGOFF Command:  
Disconnecting from Dialog 

¥! When LOGOFF is entered, the system displays estimated costs for the 
  current search session, and disconnects you from Dialog. 

¥! LOGOFF command disconnects you and erases all of your sets.   

¥! LOGOFF HOLD disconnects you temporarily so you can reconnect  
  to your search in progress. 

19 
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Basic Search  

20 

Sample Bluesheet  

ERIC Bluesheet :  http://library.dialog.com/bluesheets/html/bl0001.html 

 BASIC INDEX 
     SEARCH SUFFIX  FIELD NAME  INDEXING 
           /AB   ABSTRACT  WORD 
 /DE   DESCRIPTOR  WORD & PHRASE 
 /ID   IDENTIFIER  WORD & PHRASE 
 /LP   LEAD PARAGRAPH WORD 
 /TI   TITLE   WORD 
 /TX   TEXT   WORD 

 ADDITIONAL INDEXES 
     SEARCH PREFIX  FIELD NAME  INDEXING 
 AU=   AUTHOR  PHRASE 
 CS=   CORPORATE SOURCE WORD 
 JN=   JOURNAL NAME  PHRASE 
 LA=   LANGUAGE  PHRASE 
 PD=   PUBLICATION DATE PHRASE 
 PY=   PUBLICATION YEAR PHRASE 
 WD=   WORD COUNT  NUMERIC 

21 
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Searching the Basic Index 
¥! Basic Index fields are also called suffixed fields. 
¥! SELECT commands search the entire Basic Index unless the term is 

qualified by a suffix.  Using suffixes is an option when searching the Basic 
Index. 

¥! To qualify a term to a given field, enter a slash (/) followed by the two-letter 
field suffix. 

?select oz  
     S1    67     OZ 

?select oz/ti  
         S2    33     OZ/TI 

?s s1 and socrates/ti  
               67     S1 
         68     SOCRATES/TI 
         S3     1     S1 AND SOCRATES/TI  

?s (computer? or microcomputer?)/ti,de  
             73008    COMPUTER?/TI,DE  
             10135    MICROCOMPUTER?/TI,DE  
         S7  73890   (COMPUTER? OR MICROCOMPUTER?)/TI,DE  

22 

Using Controlled Vocabulary 

¥! Descriptors:   Subject-related terms taken from a thesaurus or 
 controlled vocabulary list and assigned to records by 

 professional indexers. 

¥! Multiple-word descriptors are called bound descriptors or descriptor 
phrases. 

¥! Descriptor phrases are entered into the Basic Index in two ways: 

È!Each individual word 

È!The phrase as a whole 

¥! Identifiers: Terms assigned to a record by an indexer, but generally not 
from a controlled vocabulary. Identifiers are typically proper names, 
geographic locations, or new words that are not yet in the thesaurus.   

22 
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SELECTing Descriptor Terms 
¥! If you SELECT a multiple-word phrase, including spaces and punctuation, Dialog 

retrieves the phrase only if it is an exact descriptor or identifier: 
?s teaching skills  
      S1    3599  TEACHING SKILLS  
?s teaching(w)skills  
          176850  TEACHING  
          126341  SKILLS  (COMPLEX MENTAL AND/OR PHYSICAL BEHAVIORS THA...)  
      S2    4435  TEACHING(W)SKILLS 

¥! If you SELECT a single word and restrict with the suffix /DE, Dialog retrieves the 
word if it appears anywhere in a descriptor term: 

?s teaching/de  
      S3  108277  TEACHING/DE   

     retrieves records with descriptors such as Teaching Skills, Student Teaching, 
Science Teaching Centers, etc.  

¥! To retrieve a single-word descriptor (such as Teaching), but not descriptor phrases 
that contain the word, use the suffix /DF: 

?s teaching/df  
      S4    1031  TEACHING/DF   

23 

Searching the Additional Indexes 
¥! Additional Index fields are also called prefixed fields.  
¥! Typical Additional Index fields include: 

Prefix    Field Name    Prefix Field Name  
AU= Author Name   LA= Language 
PC= Product Code or Standard   PD=  Publication Date 
  Industrial Classification (SIC) Code 
CO= Company NameÑalso searchable  PY=  Publication Year   
  in the Basic Index using the  /CO suffix 
CS= Corporate Source   DT= Document Type 
TS= Ticker Symbol   JN= Journal Name 

¥! Using a prefix is required when searching the Additional Indexes. 

 ?s teaching skills and dt=conference?  

            3599  TEACHING SKILLS  
           93174  DT=CONFERENCE?  
      S3     530  TEACHING SKILLS AND DT=CONFERENCE?  

¥! To SELECT a group of entries from the same prefixed field, use parentheses: 
  
  ? s teaching skills and dt=(conference paper or journal article)  

                3599  TEACHING SKILLS  
               85163  DT=CONFERENCE PAPER  
              329895  DT=JOURNAL ARTICLE  
          S2    1385  TEACHING SKILLS AND DT=(CONFERENCE PAPER OR JOURNAL ARTICLE)  

24 
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Searching Numeric Indexes 

¥! To SELECT a range or sequential list of entries from a numeric index, 
use range searching operators: 

: (colon) lowest and highest numbers in a range 
>   greater than 
<   less than 
>= (or =>) greater than or equal to 
<= (or =<) less than or equal to 

¥! EXAMPLES: 
  For the range of publication years (PY=) from 2000 to 2002: 
   ?s py=2000:2002 !

         S1  117335  PY=2000:2002 

  For all companies with sales (SA=) of $300 million or more: 
   ?s sa=>300m  

         S1   10362  SA=>300M   
25 

Selected HELP Commands 

HELP Command Example Help Information 

HELP  <command or 
feature name> 

HELP ALERT 

HELP EXPAND 

Lists all databases with the Dialog Alert 
service and the frequency for each. 
Describes the EXPAND command. 

HELP FILE n HELP FILE 527 Describes the subject content and 
coverage of File 527. 

HELP FIELD n, 
where n is the File # 

HELP FIELD 275 Lists all of the fields in File 275, 
including all suffixes, prefixes, and 
display codes. 

HELP FORMAT n HELP FORMAT 1 Describes the content of all pre-defined 
formats in File 1. 

HELP RATES n HELP RATES 1 Shows complete price information for  
File 1 

HELP LIMIT n HELP LIMIT 155 Describes the LIMIT capabilities 
available in File 155. 

26 



15 

Word Proximity Searching  

27 

Proximity Operators 

Operator Function Examples Terms Retrieved 
(W) 
or () 

Words adjacent and in 
order specified 

LIBRARY(W)SCIENCE? 
LIBRARY()SCIENCE? 

library science 
library sciences 

(nW) Up to n intervening 
words, and in order 
specified 

LIBRARY(2W)SCIENCE? library science  
library sciences  
library with science 
library and information science 

(N) Words adjacent and in 
either order  

LIBRARY(N)SCIENCE? library science 
library sciences 
science library 
sciences library 

(nN) Up to n intervening 
words, and in either 
order 

LIBRARY(1N)SCIENCE? library science  
sciences library  
library with science materials 
science reference library 

(S) Words in the same 
subfield or same 
paragraph 

NAPOLEON(S)FRANCE Napoleon and France in the 
same subfield, e.g., in the 
same paragraph in a full-text 
file. 

28 
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Word Proximity Searching Ð Applications 

¥! Searching an exact phrase appearing anywhere in a record 

¥! Searching files that do not have a controlled vocabulary 

¥! Searching phrases that contain stop words, punctuation, hyphens,  
 or other special characters 

¥! Searching phrases not included in thesauri as descriptors 

¥! Searching fulltext files when logical operators may be too broad 

¥! Narrowing a search to decrease recall and increase precision 

29 

Searching Tips Ð Fulltext Databases 

¥! Use Proximity Operators 
Ð! Use (N) or (S) operators to combine termsÑavoid AND logic, except 

when also restricting to title or lead paragraph 

Ð! Use (S) to restrict terms to the same paragraph 

Ð! Use (N) with a numberÑ(3N), (4N), (5N), etc.Ñto specify the maximum 
number of intervening words 

¥! Restrict by Field Suffixes 
Ð! Use /TI for Title field and /LP for Lead Paragraph.  /DE may be helpful 

and will be ignored if the file has no Descriptor field. 
      ?s (internet(s)web?)/ti,lp,de 

30 
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Display Tips Ð Fulltext Databases 

¥! Use the KeyWord in Context (KWIC) format to display the 
sections of the records containing the search terms. 

Ð! The ÒwindowÓ of text displayed is 30 words. To change the size of the 
text window, use SET KWIC n, where n is any number up to 50. 

Ð! You can use KWIC in combination with a defined format or display 
codes. 

 Example in Workbook, p.17 

31 

Database Indexes and  
Controlled Vocabulary  

32 
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Viewing Database Indexes 

¥! Any portion of a database index can be displayed online. 

¥! Terms shown in the index can then be SELECTed from the 
display rather than typed. 

¥! View the database index in order to: 

Ð! Determine alternate forms of a term. 

Ð! Reduce time spent typing. 

Ð! Verify spelling and punctuation conventions for terms and proper 
namesÑ especially author, company names, journal names . 

33 

EXPAND Command 
¥! EXPAND the term and then SELECT from the E numbers that display: 

?expand microcomputer  
  
Ref   Items  Index-term  
E1        1  MICROCOMPUTE  
E2        1  MICROCOMPUED  
E3     5018 *MICROCOMPUTER  
E4        1  MICROCOMPUTER APPLICATIONS  
E5        1  MICROCOMPUTER BASED LABORATORIES  
E6        1  MICROCOMPUTER BASED TRAINING  
E7        1  MICROCOMPUTER CONTROLLED SYSTEMS  
E8      200  MICROCOMPUTER DATA  
E9        1  MICROCOMPUTER ENCAPSULATION  
E10       1  MICROCOMPUTER INVENTORY  
E11       1  MICROCOMPUTER PROGRAMMING  
E12       1  MICROCOMPUTER SOFTWARE AND INFO FOR TEACHERS  
  
          Enter P or PAGE for more  

¥! SELECT E numbers to create a set, e.g. S E4,E6,E12. 

34 
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EXPAND Command Ð Tips 

¥! Enter the appropriate prefix for the index you are searching: 
 AU= for author name, CO= for company name, etc. 

¥! Enter only the first part of the name or search term, just enough to go to 
the right section of the index. (E CO=Ford Motor) 

¥! Examine the list of E numbers carefullyÑyou may not be in the right 
section of the index if you entered the prefix incorrectly or used incorrect 
formatting of the name. 

¥! Never enter any truncation or proximity operators in an EXPAND 
commandÑ EXPAND is completely literal, character by character . 

¥! SELECT E (or R) numbers using the OR operator or the colon (:) range 
operator. 

¥! SELECT all relevant E (or R) numbers before entering another EXPAND 
command.  Each new EXPAND command erases the previous command. 

35 

EXPAND on Names 
? expand au=pialorsi, f  

  
Ref   Items  Index-term 
E1        1  AU=PIAGET, J. 
E2       14  AU=PIAGET, JEAN 
E3        0 *AU=PIALORSI, F 
E4        2  AU=PIALORSI, FRANK 
E5        1  AU=PIALORSI, FRANK PAUL 
E6        1  AU=PIALORSI, FRANK, ED. 
E7        1  AU=PIALOUX, BERNARD 
E8        1  AU=PIAMONTE, JOHN S. 
E9        3  AU=PIAN, CANTA 
E10       2  AU=PIAN, JESSICA 
E11       3  AU=PIANA, LIBERO DELLA 
E12       1  AU=PIANAROSA, ALBERTINA 
  
? s e4:e6 
 S1       4  AU='PIALORSI, FRANK':AU='PIALORSI, FRANK, ED.Õ 

36 
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? E AU=COSBY, B  

  
Ref   Items  Index-term 
E1        1  AU=COSBEY, AARON 
E2        2  AU=COSBEY, ROBERT C. 
E3        0 *AU=COSBY, B 

E4        1  AU=COSBY, B. JACK 
E5       30  AU=COSBY, BILL 
E6        1  AU=COSBY, BILL. 
E7        1  AU=COSBY, CAMILLE 
E8        1  AU=COSBY, JOHN C. JR 
E9        1  AU=COSBY, JOHN D. 

E10       1  AU=COSBY, MR. DAVID 
É 
  
? S E5:E6 
      S1      31  AU='COSBY, BILL':AU='COSBY, 

BILL.' 

Use the EXPAND command to locate articles in Gale Group Magazine 
Database (File 47) authored by: 
  Bill Cosby P.D. James William Buckley, Jr. 

? E AU=JAMES, P 

Ref   Items  Index-term 
E1        2  AU=JAMES, ORLANDO 
E2        1  AU=JAMES, OSCAR 
E3        0 *AU=JAMES, P 
E4        1  AU=JAMES, P. D. 
E5        1  AU=JAMES, P.B. 
E6        8  AU=JAMES, P.D. 
E7        1  AU=JAMES, PAMELA 
E8        7  AU=JAMES, PAT 
E9        1  AU=JAMES, PATRICIA 
E10       1  AU=JAMES, PATRICK 
É 

? S E4,E6 
  1  AU=JAMES, P. D. 
  8  AU=JAMES, P.D. 
  S2       9  E4,E6 

37 

? E AU=BUCKLEY, W  

  
Ref   Items  Index-term 
E1        1  AU=BUCKLEY, TRAVIS 
E2        1  AU=BUCKLEY, VIRGINIA 
E3        0 *AU=BUCKLEY, W 

E4        1  AU=BUCKLEY, WIILLIAM F., JR. 
E5        5  AU=BUCKLEY, WILL 
E6        9  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM F. 
E7        3  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM F. , JR. 
E8       21  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM F. JR. 
E9        1  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM F. JR.. 

E10       3  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM F., JR 
E11    1779  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM F., JR. 
E12       4  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM F., JR, 
E13       2  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM F.,JR. 
E14       2  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM F, JR. 
E15       1  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM F', JR. 

E16      57  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM FRANK 
E17       1  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM G., JR. 
E18       1  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM JOSEPH 
E19       1  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM P. 

Use the EXPAND command to locate articles in Gale Group Magazine 
Database (File 47) authored by: 
  Bill Cosby P.D. James William Buckley, Jr. 

É 

E20       1  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM R. 
E21       1  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM T. 
E22       2  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM THOMAS 
E23       1  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM W. 
E24       1  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM. F. JR. 

E25       5  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM, F., JR. 
E26       1  AU=BUCKLEY, WILLIAM, F.,JR. 
E27       5  AU=BUCKLEY, WM. F. JR. 
E28      26  AU=BUCKLEY, WM. F., JR. 
E29       1  AU=BUCKLEY,, CHRISTOPHER 
E30       1  AU=BUCKLEY.MES L. 

É 
  
? S E4,E6:E16,E24:E28 

38 
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EXPANDing to View the Online Thesaurus 

¥! Some databases have an online thesaurus  Ð use HELP THESAURI to see 
a list of files with online thesauri.  

¥! EXPANDing on terms in the Basic Index may produce a related terms (RT)  
column in the list: 

 ?expand microcomputers  

 Ref   Items   RT  Index-term  
 E1        1       MICROCOMPUTERIZED THYRISTOR LEONARD MOTOR SPEE  
 E2        3       MICROCOMPUTERIZING  
 E3    29717   54 *MICROCOMPUTERS (July 1975)  
 E4        1       MICROCOMPUTERS ANALYSIS  
 E5        7       MICROCOMPUTERS APPLICATION  
 E6       12       MICROCOMPUTERS APPLICATIONS  
 E7        1       MICROCOMPUTERS AS TEACHING AIDS  
 E8        1       MICROCOMPUTERS AS VIDEOTEXT RECEIVERS  
 E9        1       MICROCOMPUTERS BASED CONTROL SYSTEM  
 E10       1       MICROCOMPUTERS COMPETITION  
 E11       1       MICROCOMPUTERS CONTROLLED  
 E12       1       MICROCOMPUTERS CONTROLLED SCANNING   

¥! RT indicates the number of Related Terms available for that term.  
¥! To view the related terms, EXPAND the E number:  E E3 

39 

EXPANDing to View the Online Thesaurus 
¥! To view the related terms, EXPAND the E number: 
?e e3  

    Ref   Items Type  RT  Index-term  
    R1    10541       13 *MICROCOMPUTERS  (PHYSICALLY THE SMALLEST COMPUTER 

    AND DISTING...)  
      R2        0   U    1  DESKTOP COMPUTERS  
      R3      146   U    1  MICROPROCESSORS  
      R4        0   U    1  PERSONAL COMPUTERS  
      R5        3   U    1  POCKET COMPUTERS  
      R6        1   U    1  PORTABLE COMPUTERS  
      R7    18499   B   53  COMPUTERS  (DEVICES  THAT SOLVE PROBLEMS BY 

    ACCEPTING INF...)  
      R8      410   R    6  COMPUTER  GAMES (GAMES PLAYED ON COMPUTERS, 

    AS EITHER EDUCATI...)  
      R9      171   R   11  COMPUTER  PERIPHERALS  (ANY COMPUTER EQUIPMENT  

   OTHER THAN THE CENTRA...)  
      R10     299   R    7  DESKTOP   PUBLISHING   (THE  PRODUCTION  OF  

    FINISHED PUBLICATIONS IN O...)  
      R11     386   R    6  LOCAL    AREA   NETWORKS   (INTERCONNECTED   

    COMPUTER EQUIPMENT AND PERIPH...)  
      R12     179   R   14  MICROELECTRONICS   (ELECTRONICS  CONCERNED  

    WITH  THE DESIGN AND MA...)  
          Enter P or PAGE for more  
 ? p 
      Ref   Items Type  RT  Index-term  
      R13     302   R    4  MINICOMPUTERS   (COMPACT,   LOW   COST  

     (RELATIVE  TO MAINFRAMES), ...)  
      R14    5934   R   27  ONLINE  SYSTEMS (COMPUTER SYSTEMS IN WHICH 

    PERIPHERAL DEVICES...)  

¥!   SELECT R number to create a set, e.g. S R8 40 
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      Online Thesaurus Ð Related Term Codes 
The R-numbered list includes a code describing the Type of relationship 
between each term and the term at the top of the list. 

Code Relationship Example 

B Broader Computers is a broader term for Microcomputers 

N Narrower Online Catalogs  is a narrower term for Online 
Systems 

R Related (not 
hierarchical) 

Minicomputers is related to Microcomputers 

U Used for Microcomputers is used for Personal Computers 

F Cross reference 
to Used term 

For Personal Computers, use Microcomputers 

T Top term (in some 
databases) 

Computers is the top term in the hierarchy 

41 

Use online thesaurus to create search strategy for  
ÒWorking women and child careÓ  

? B 1 
? E WORKING WOMEN 
  
Ref   Items   RT  Index-term 
E1      245    1  WORKING POOR (ADDED 08/01/2001) 
E2        1       WORKING TOGETHER TOWARD EXCEL IN TEACH É 
E3        0    1 *WORKING WOMEN (ADDED 03/05/1980) 
E4        3       WORKINGCLASS 
E5        3       WORKINGMAN 
E6        6       WORKINGMEN 
E7        1       WORKINGPAPERS 
E8        1       WORKINGPLACE 
E9      645       WORKINGS 
E10       6       WORKINGUSA 
É  
? E E3 
  
Ref   Items Type  RT  Index-term 
R1        0        1 *WORKING WOMEN (ADDED 03/05/1980) 
R2     4842   U   15  EMPLOYED WOMEN (ADDED 03/05/1980) 
  
? S R2 
  
      S1    4842  'EMPLOYED WOMEN'  (ADDED 03/05/1980) 

  
  

42 
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? E CHILD CARE 
  
Ref   Items   RT  Index-term 
E1        1       CHILD BILINGUALISM 
E2        1       CHILD BY TASK INTERACTION 
E3     2391   37 *CHILD CARE (ADDED 03/05/1980) 
E4        1       CHILD CARE ACT 1969 
E5        1       CHILD CARE ACT 1979 
E6        8       CHILD CARE ACTION CAMPAIGN 
E7        6       CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT 
E8       12       CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 
E9        1       CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 1990 
E10      55       CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANTS 
É  
? S E3 
  
      S2    2391  'CHILD CARE'  (ADDED 03/05/1980) 
  
? S S1 AND S2 
  
            4842  S1 
            2391  S2 
      S3     136  S1 AND S2 

  
  

43 

Use online thesaurus to create search strategy for  
ÒWorking women and child careÓ  

Saving Search Strategies  

44 
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Saving a Search Strategy 

Type Command Description 

Temporary SAVE TEMP Automatically released after 7 
days.  No storage charge. Serial 
number begins with a T. 

Permanent SAVE Small monthly storage charge. 
Serial number begins with an S. 
Note: for GEP passwords, SAVE is 
treated as a SAVE TEMP. 

Current Awareness 
(Dialog Alert) 

SAVE ALERT Automatically runs the strategy 
on each update to the file where 
it is stored.  Cost varies. Serial 
number begins with a D. 
Note: Not available with GEP. 

¥!  Three types of stored strategiesÑcalled  SearchSaves:  

¥!  To name a SearchSave, enter any 3-5 characters at the end of the SAVE command. 

¥!  To execute a saved search, use  EXS 
45 

Saving and Running a Stored Strategy 
¥!  Create and save a search strategy: 

File  51:Food Sci.&Tech.Abs   1969-2001/Oct W3  
       ( c) 2001 FSTA IFIS Publishing  

?s onion? or garlic  
            3322  ONION?  
            1785  GARLIC  
      S1    4499  ONION? OR GARLIC  
?s odorless or odourless  or deodori ? 
              12  ODORLESS  
             212  ODOURLESS  
            1291  DEODORI?  
      S2    1496  ODORLESS OR ODOURLESS OR DEODORI?  
?s s1 and s2  
            4499  S1  
            1496  S2  
      S3      26  S1 AND S2  
?t  s3/3/all  
        É. 

?save temp garlic  
Temp SearchSave  "TDGARLIC" stored  

46 



25 

Saving and Running a Stored Strategy 

¥!  To run the stored strategy in another database, use the EXECUTE 
STEPS (EXS) command and the serial number: 

?b 149; exs tdgarlic  
  
File 149:TGG Health&Wellness DB(SM)  1976-2001/Sep W2 
       (c) 2001 The Gale Group 
  
      Set  Items  Description 
      ---  -----  ----------- 
            2656  ONION? 
            2923  GARLIC 
      S1    4043  ONION? OR GARLIC 
             412  ODORLESS 
              26  ODOURLESS 
             211  DEODORI? 
      S2     631  ODORLESS OR ODOURLESS OR DEODORI? 
            4043  S1 
             631  S2 
      S3      78  S1 AND S2 

47 

Exercises 

Search in the ERIC database on the topic: ÒWorking 
Women and Day Care.Ó 

Change to the Social SciSearch database (File 7) and 
repeat the search strategy you used in ERIC. 

Use the EXPAND command to locate articles in Gale 
Group Magazine Database (File 47) authored by: 

 Bill Cosby P.D. James William Buckley, Jr. 

Conduct the search on ÒWorking Women and Child 
CareÓ in ERIC again and, this time, take advantage 
of the online thesaurus to create a strategy using 
descriptor terms only. 
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